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Rhys Wilkinson 


Senators, my name is Rhys Wilkinson, I just graduated from UT Austin. I’ve 
seen multiple pro-Palestine protests unfold on my campus, including the ones 
on April 24th and 29th. It couldn’t be more clear that the allegations of wide- 
spread violent actions and rhetoric are untrue. Moreover, we should be skeptical 
of the apparent concern from supposed free speech absolutists who weren’t 
interested in public safety when neonazi groups like the Patriot Front were 
marching through Austin last July. Pro-Palestinian students, faculty and 
community members come from all different cultural and religious backgrounds 
and are welcomed with open arms on the basis of shared humanity and hope for 
the future of our country and our world. 


The events organized have included art workshops, teach-ins, and 
music. The only incidents of violence occurred when the university allowed 
state troopers and APD to violently disperse and arrest protesters; this 
militarization of campus actually did disrupt my finals because I spent my last 
two weeks at UT worried for friends and peers who had been brutalized. This 
has been done under the guise of “keeping students safe”. And they’re right: 
students are not safe. In the past several months there has been a marked 
increase in targeted violence towards Muslim and Arab students, including 
harassment and threats from counter-protesters and multiple violent hate 
crimes in West Campus, which has all been met by the university with silent 
ambivalence. Meanwhile, it is peace protesters who are bearing an unprecedent- 
ed crackdown on freedom of speech and assembly. There are countless docu- 
mented instances of violent arrests for alleged trespassing, which, even if it 
breaks school rules, is simply not violent and does not merit riot gear and the 
deployment of less-lethal weapons. 


All this has had a chilling effect on free speech, and right now those of 
us calling for peace are frightened, but we are not deterred. I have sung and 
danced and broken bread with Jewish, Muslim and Christian activists alike, and 
I have seen them beaten and bound for daring to believe that everyone deserves 
to live in dignity, that everyone deserves to live at all. History may remember 
this moment of civil disobedience, and the heavy-handed reaction to it, with 
repentance and remorse. We cannot afford to wait for history’s verdict. Thank 
you for your time. 


Editor's Note 


On May 14th, 2024 as the US-backed Israeli genocide in Gaza continues and the world 
watches in horror—as the hundreds of thousands of people who fled to supposed safety 
cower in tents in Rafah with little to eat, not knowing if tonight would be their last-a 
hearing was held in Austin, Texas by the State Senate's Subcommittee on Higher Education. 
Overshadowing the hearing were; violent attacks carried out against student protesters at 
University of Texas (UT) Austin and at other universities around the country, the firing of 
UT Professor Rich Heyman, disciplinary action against pro-Palestinian UT social work 
students, the suspension of the Palestine Solidarity Committee from UT, and other violent 
crackdowns on free expression on college campuses. While the situation in Texas pales in 
comparison to what is happening in Palestine, there are some clear similarities. In Palestine, 
a racist ethnonationalist regime is set on destroying institutions of education -- bombing 
every single university in Gaza, and carrying out targeted assassinations of students and 
professors. In Texas, we have our own homegrown ethnonationalists who have set about 
attacking and dismantling higher education. 


In January, SB 17 went into effect. Authored by the chairman of the committee on 
higher education, Senator Brandon Creighton, as a racist countermeasure in the wake of the 
George Floyd Uprisings. The bill SB17 lead to both the wide scale firings of everyone in 
public Texas universities involved in Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) positions or 
programs, as well as eliminating crucial support structures for women, queer and transgen- 
der, disabled, black, indigenous, migrant, and non-traditional students. Cynically, the 
Republicans tried to confuse the issues: the attack on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and 
the militarized attacks on student's free expression by trying to make the hearing about 
"anti-semitism", ignoring that Jewish safety throughout history has been premised on the 
very values they are systematically attacking. As people came to rally and spoke truth to 
power, the hollow performative nature of these hearings were evident for all to see: the 
Republicans in the hearings were not interested in listening, only providing a thin veneer of 
democratic process to their systematic and racist attack on higher education and the values 
of diversity, free expression, and inclusion which are the cornerstone of a free society. Still, 
much of the testimony was a powerful indictment of the entire system, spoken by those 
most directly impacted. 


While power does not reside in the chambers of the capitol, but in the forces, 
infrastructures, intelligences and capacities deployed to maintain the status quo or to 
overcome it, the voices and actions of those present at the State Capitol are an important 
testimony to those who learned the lessons of history and refused to sit by silently by. It is 
their voices, their steadfast refusal to abstain from acting as history occurs, and their bold 
and brave actions in the streets that will mark the path forward. We have gathered a few 
testimonies in this zine to share their words with all who refuse to obey our genocidal 
authorities. 


Free Palestine, Liberation for all oppressed people! 
May the people of Texas one day soon shake of the yoke of their oppressors. 


Dr. Brett Bays 


Hello thanks for having me. I’m Dr. Brett Bays, ’m a Texan born and raised, a 
UT Austin alumnus, a neuroscientist, and like many others you've heard from 
today, a Jewish person. My mother’s mother’s parents were Austrian Jews who 
fled to the U.S. in the 1930s to escape persecution and antisemitism. My grand- 
mother was very proud of her heritage and I’m similarly proud to be one of the 
Jewish voices that y'all are concerned about with this hearing. 


I'm a little confused, though, because when you, Hartzell, and Abbott 

talk about fighting antisemitism and protecting free speech, you actually mean 
only to protect people who support Israel. You charge anyone who criticizes the 
political entity of Israel with antisemitism, while ignoring the Jewish voices that 
are part of that criticism. You ignore the fact that when we say “Never Again” in 
response to the Shoah, we mean never again for anyone, including non-Jewish 
people, and regardless of who’s conducting the genocide. 
And so I’m here to politely charge you with antisemitism. When you tell me that 
the entity of Israel is the only legitimate voice of Jewish people around the 
world, that is antisemitism. When you tell me that I’m being paid off by some 
“shadow organization” to protest the destruction and deaths in Palestine, while 
you are literally being paid by lobbyists to support it, that is antisemitism. When 
you support the use of violent troopers on the UT campus to silence my voice 
and the voice of thousands of others, that is antisemitism. 


If y'all really believe that it’s appropriate to send troopers to suppress 
people protesting a genocide because you say they’re antisemitic, then I invite 
you to order those troopers into this chamber right now to arrest you, to strike 
you with batons, to pepper spray you while you’re standing still just like they 
did to me, a Jewish voice. 


Failing that, I invite you to admit that you don’t actually care about free 
speech or Jewish people, you care about the state of Israel and the money lining 


your pockets. 


Thank you. 
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housing they can afford? How their mental health can be supported? Where is 
the hearing student debt -- or even the cost of accessible parking, which ranges 
from $446 to $1,815 a year for faculty and staff? 


Get a hobby, make new friends, look into therapy - or a mirror, and stop promot- 
ing white supremacy. 
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Melanie Pang 


My name is Melanie Pang - I’m from Houston and a professor at the University 
of Houston Graduate College of Social Work. I am speaking as a private citizen, 
not representing UH. I was a UH undergraduate student who was part of the 
decade-long effort to get an LGBTQ Resource Center established at UH -- the 
same resource center you took away from my students overnight. I returned to 
UH as an adjunct and then a full time professor under a Dean who was openly 
abolitionist -- and later abruptly removed from his role. SB17 then forced my 
college to remove its Racial Justice principles from our website. More attempts 
at inclusion that YOU took away from me and my community. 


I can’t tell you how it feels to see progress made since I started at UH 
in 2005, only to come back to my alma mater as a professor and see that students 
have fewer reasons to come here, now, in 2024 than I once did. --- I have such 
gratitude for UH and how it shaped me, so I feel especially frustrated by today’s 
hearing. 


It is unhinged that we are here to discuss antisemitism, freedom of 
speech, and the removal of diversity, equity, and inclusion in the same hearing 
-- It is DEI programming that builds the empathy required to fight bias and 
discrimination against marginalized communities, for example, ending antisem- 
itism. One of the primary elements of DEI is understanding how 
community struggles intersect. DEI programs teach us NOT to conflate some 
people’s actions with the actions of an entire group -- like not conflating Hamas 
with Palestine, or say, the Texas legislature with Texan values. It teaches us to 
think at a systems level and be critical thinkers. 


If you insist that speech can lead to violence, then how is the erasure of 
LGBTQ+ people, Black, Indigenous, and people of color from campuses NOT 
violence? One of the most consistent themes of the nationwide student protests 
is the actual physical harm done by police, hurting students that occupy spaces 
that wouldn’t exist without them (and their dollars). To outlaw forms of speech 
and protest is real rich coming from you, grasping at straws to justify your 
violence against people you don’t want to exist. You say you care about student 
success? ALL student success? Where is the hearing to ensure all students have 
enough to eat? That trans students can access the healthcare they need? Quality 


Alycia Castillo 


Good afternoon. My name is Alycia Castillo. I'm here to speak on all the issues 
presented. I’m here representing the Texas Civil Rights Project and myself as the 
mother of 2 quarter Palestinian children. 


The Texas Civil Rights Project, a nonprofit and nonpartisan organiza- 
tion, is committed to defending civil rights in Texas, particularly for marginal- 
ized communities. As part of the value system that guides us: we honor the 
inherent dignity and worth of all people. This means we unequivocally 
denounce violence and hate in all forms against all people. Including state 
sanctioned violence against those who exercise their first amendment right to 
protest. 


People often reflect on what their hypothetical roles in the historical 
civil rights movement may have been. When Black students and their peers 
dared to sit at an “all-whites” lunch counter, would I have sat beside them, or 
thrown a milkshake over their heads? Would I have cheered on little Ruby 
Bridges as she entered the first integrated school in the south, or would I have 
screamed at her from the sidewalk? Or perhaps more relevant to you all, would 
I have voted for or against school integration in the first place? 


In 2020, Texans renewed their pursuit of justice, and took conscious 
steps to continue the unfinished business of the civil rights movement, yet bills 
like SB 17 and the discussion around criminalizing free speech impede progress, 
echoing past injustices. They send a dangerous message that discrimination and 
exclusion and suppression are acceptable within our educational institutions. 
In thinking of our history, I’m also struck by the fact that many of the rights we 
currently revere were once considered civil disobedience, disruptive, and/or 


illegal. 


One of MLK’s most powerful speeches is called “Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail” which he wrote from the Birmingham jail. [His “crime” was 
parading without a city permit] 


In this moment, we are faced with choices that define our history. Will 
we stand for progress, justice, and equity, for everyone or just those that look 


like and agree with us? 


In the upcoming 89th legislative session, I hope we choose everyone. 


Kennedy Cortez 


First & foremost I want to acknowledge that we are on the Indigenous lands of 
Turtle Island. I expect you to show respect. 


My name is Kennedy Cortez, I am a first generation Indigenous student 
who has just graduated this weekend from UT Austin with a degree in Neurosci- 
ence. I am the co-director of a resilient group called the Native American and 
Indigenous Collective. 


I come here today with three demands: 

Reinstatement of Diversity Equity & Inclusion in Texas College campuses 
Free speech on college campuses which is protected under your constitution 
The divestment from genocide in Palestine 


Despite it being my last, this semester has been the most exhausting 
time of my life, with the ban of DEI on college campuses, specifically with UT 
Austin being the most over-complying campus which is seen by its removal of 
programs who were in compliance with SB17 such as the Immigration student 
service program Monarch & the only Native organization on campus. To the 
ongoing genocide in Palestine which governments are trying to censor free 
speech, & a movement that is larger than the systems in place because it is the 
ethnic cleansing of a whole people, exactly like the ethnic cleansing that was 
done to my people, the original people of these lands. As someone who has 
witnessed generations of different Indigenous people being killed and oppressed 
to a system of supremacy I can tell you two things: We aren’t going anywhere 
and we will not rest until we are able to liberate all people, the land, and the 
water. 


As far as the mental health of students, members of our organization 
have had to medically withdraw or drop classes because of SB-17. It has made it 
to where I cannot wrap my mind around the fact that Iam graduating & I am 
disappointed to graduate from UT. 


We are here speaking to you about how it impacts us, how we cannot 
be sponsored financially by other orgs on campus because of the vagueness of 
SB-17 which has created fear of supporting students. 


The MEC saved my life. We have conducted our own analysis of the 
impacts of SB-17. 
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First they came for the social work teaching assistants, and I did not speak 
out—because I was not a social work teaching assistant. 

Then they came for the diversity, equity, inclusion staff, and I did not speak 
out—because I was not DEI staff. 

Then they came for the students protesting genocide, and I did not speak out — 
because I was not a student 

Then they came for the Jewish professor, and I did not speak out — because I 
was not the Jewish Professor. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 


History will vindicate all those who stand up against genocide today. Do not 
wait and let history pass you by. Long live Palestine! 
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life that the highest mitzvah I can perform is to work to save. For my fellows 
Jews who may disagree with me, tell me, do you not value the life of Moham- 
med? What does the Talmud teach you about the obligation to save a life? 


Some have said that the statement “From the River to the Sea, Palestine will be 
free” is anti-Semitic, but this reveals that the only way that those people can 
imagine a free people is as an ethnostate where all religious minorities are 
murdered. I however grew up in the United States, a country in which religious 
tolerance and pluralism has made the safest place for Jews to live in recent 
memory. From Sea to shining sea, liberty — freedom of expression and religious 
belief — are valued and no one is forced to pass through checkpoints by armed 
soldiers to visit their holy sites or go to the hospital or get to work. One day soon 
I hope that Palestine will be free and Jews and Palestinians will live along side 
each other in peace and all Palestinians who live in diaspora have the opportuni- 
ty to return home. 


I also want to say that it is telling that the first faculty member fired at UT 
Austin for pro-Palestinian speech is a Jew. Professor Rich Heyman is a beloved 
professor of urban studies who has taught at UT Austin for 18 years and on 
April 29th stood with students when he was violently attacked by DPS officer 
Goodson. The video of Officer Goodson’s violent and unprovoked attack on 
Professor Heyman has circled the world and I encourage you to watch it. For 
being attacked by armed outside agitators brought in from Houston, he was 
fired. A Jewish faculty member, being fired from a public university for putting 
Jewish values into practice, should send chills down every single one of your 
spines. 


One final point, in the wake of the arrests of April 29th, a group of prominent 
Texans took out a full page ad in the Statesman congratulating Jay Hartzell for 
his violent crackdown on free expression on his own campus. Among those who 
signed was the billionaire anti-Semite Harlan Crow who collects Nazi Memora- 
bilia, including signed copies of Mein Kampf and paintings by Adolf Hitler. It’s 
no surprise that this fan of past genocides would speak out so firmly against 
protesting this one. If you are looking for antisemites, don’t look to the student 
anti-genocide protesters, many of us are Jewish. Look to people like Harlan 
Crow, the real antisemites who would love nothing more than to see peaceful 
Jewish protesters beaten. 


I would like to end with a short poem that I wrote based on one I learned in 
Hebrew School written by Lutheran Pastor Martin Nieméller in the wake of the 


Shoah: 


How UT administration is spreading false information and not acknowledging 
student concerns 


The genocide of Indigenous people globally is something that the 
people of Palestine, Sudan, & Congo are fighting right now in modern times and 
it is something that is seen and won’t be ignored no matter how hard you old 
people try to manipulate it. I want to assure you that no matter what you decide 
our people will fight like hell to make sure we have our voices not just heard but 
prioritized. Our movement is deeper than a moment in time, it goes back to our 
existence as people who are tired of being ignored, oppressed, and denied our 
recognition as people with needs, feelings, & future generations. It is a growing 
wave of energy that these governments will not survive if you do not listen to 
the people. When our survival and quality of life are on the line nothing matters 
more than putting all of our energy to not just to a cause but to our communities 
which we are accountable to, which YOU are accountable to. 


Laysha Renee Gonzalez 


Greetings from the indigenous land of Tuttle Island. My name is Laysha Renee 
Gonzalez and I am a student representative of what the state of Texas and The 
University of Texas at Austin are constantly oppressing. I am a queer, first-gener- 
ation, Mexican American daughter of immigrants and the first in my family to 
attend a U.S. University, thanks to the Terry Foundation. I am a proud Laredoan 
who also believes in a free Palestine. 


I am here today because I am too emotionally drained and enraged by 
the developments at Texas public higher education institutions due to SB-17. 
Growing up, I was a fearless, strong, ambitious little girl, as I still am, and I 
always walked through life committed to leaving the doors once open for me, 
open for others. I am heartbroken to imagine the little girl in me and other little 
kids alike and reveal to her and them that no matter how much I want to keep 
the door open, our oppressive state and "school of our dreams" continue to place 
locks on the doors. 


At UT, I have tirelessly supported students as an Orientation Advisor, 
Minority Women Peer Mentor, Plan II Peer Mentor, Reggaeton Dance Club 
Founder, Terry Scholar, and a Spring 2024 Friar Society inductee which by the 
way, an accolade I earned because of my merit, and contributions, and not solely 
because Iam a woman of color, Senator Creighton. The multiple resources I once 
offered students regardless of race, sexuality, or background, all benefited from 
them. Resources such as the Gender and Sexuality Center, Fearless Leadership 
Institute, Multicultural Engagement Center, DCCE Global Abroad program, and 
Monarch program, to name a few. 


The University of Texas at Austin preaches in their engraved stones that 
“ye shall know the truth & the truth shall set you free”, but we know the truth 
Senator Creighton & SB 17 does not set us free. 


When you say that what starts here changes the world, what world are 
you referring to? It cannot possibly be the same world that we students are 
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unfreedom is the pain and suffering inflicted upon the Palestinian people and 
the damaged psyches of the Zionists who must deny their own empathy and 
humanity to justify the ongoing genocide they are carrying out. 


I will say that while it seems that these issues are at first not connected, 
I believe the firing of the DEI staff is a form of anti-semitism, undermining the 
values of tolerance and diversity that make me as a Jew safe. I will also add, as 
an aside, that Iam proud when I speak to my colleagues from across the country 
to describe my students in the classes I teach. Because of the University of Texas’ 
meritocratic admissions policy that accepts students from the top of every 
graduating class, our students come from all sorts of different backgrounds — 
from well-funded schools in the suburbs of Houston to first generation students 
from the Rio Grande Valley whose parents are undocumented farmworkers. 
These are the best and the brightest young minds in Texas and the support that 
the DEI staff gave students from different backgrounds is crucial in helping 
people from all backgrounds flourish at UT Austin. To undermine this not only 
attacks the core values that Americans who are committed to freedom hold -- 
pluralism, tolerance, diversity — but also an attack on the young Texans who are 
the future. As a member of the Texas State Employees Union, I am appalled by 
these firings and call for the bill to be revoked and these valuable and crucial 
workers to be re-hired. 


On April 29th, I, along with many other students and community mem- 
bers, were arrested for peacefully expressing our opposition to a genocide, by 
violent outside agitators called onto campus by our President Jay Hartzell- I am 
referring of course to the armed DPS agents who came heavily armed and 
attacked the students. As a Jew raised hearing stories about genocide and swear- 
ing an oath that never again would this be allowed to happen, the stories coming 
from Gaza are chilling. Over 40,000 people — the overwhelming majority normal 
people and non-combatants — have been killed, millions of people have been 
forcibly displaced, every single university has been bombed and there have been 
targeted assassinations of professors and medical workers, the health care 
system has entirely collapsed and, as CNN is now reporting, the Israeli military 
has started establishing open air concentration camps where human rights 
observers are not allowed to enter, prisoners are routinely beaten and handcuffs 
are left so tight that people’s hands have to be amputated. This is why I stood up, 
not against my Jewish values but because of them. I stood up because of the 
religious obligation to save a life, because of the history and experience of 
displacement and generation I was grown up hearing, because I believe in a 
future of peace and justice. I think of the young boy Mohammed who is living in 
a tent as a displaced person in Rafah who I met on a video call: this is a specific 
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are targeted, that is a genocide. The people who tell you it is not a genocide are 
ignorant and lying and in a year or two, when the dust settles and Gaza is being 
rebuilt by its resilient people, the facts will become more widely known and it 
will be written in the history books. 


As a regular at protests, I can tell you that even while carrying a “Jews 
against genocide” sign or sitting (without a yarmulke or anything to mark me as 
a Jew) talking with other students, I never once heard a single anti-Semitic state- 
ment. The people who claim that the protests are antisemitic are lying. They are 
not. Indeed, the most hateful statement directed at a Jew for their Jewish identity 
is one I heard uttered by a Zionist counter protester who told my friend - a 
grandchild of holocaust survivors who grew up cradled in arms tattooed in Nazi 
concentration camps - that the Nazis should have finished what they had 
started. Perhaps the most powerful moment for me as a practicing Jew in the 
past year was attending a Shabbat service organized by Jewish Voices for Peace 
on the South Lawn. I stood alongside Palestinian and Arabs, Christians and 
other Jews and said the ancient Aramaic Jewish prayer, Mourners Kaddish for 
those who have been murdered in this genocide. As it says in that prayer, “May 
the One who creates harmony on high, bring peace to us” 


The anti-genocide student protesters however are capable of under- 
standing a very basic fact that the pro-genocide Zionist counter-protesters do 
not understand- that the State of Israel does not and has not ever represented all 
Jewish people and that anti-Zionism and antisemitism are not the same thing. 
Let me be clear, when I say I am an anti-Zionist, I am referring not to the hatred 
of the Jewish people but my own political opposition to a ethnostate founded on 
settler colonialism and maintained through a system of apartheid. My grandfa- 
ther spoke Yiddish and there was a popular statement among anti-Zionist Jews 
in the early 20th century that translates roughly “Wherever we live, that is our 
homeland.” -- “Dorten, vau mir liben, dart iz aunzer land”. Many of those 
Yiddish speaking Jews stayed in Europe and fought fascism and the Nazis, fight- 
ing for the values of diversity, equity and inclusion that allowed them to live in 
a free society. Most of these anti-Zionist Jews were murdered by the Nazis and 
the loss of the political vision of those Jews - those who fought for a different 
vision of Europe and the world — was a loss not just to the Jewish people but to 
humanity as a whole. 


I am proud to live in a country that values religious pluralism, the freedom of 
expression, and diversity. This makes me safe as a Jew but is also the foundation 
of a free society. Israel and Zionism are not a free society, and the cost of this 


Hikmah Jamal 


Good afternoon Senators, my name is Hikmah Jamal and I am a student at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 


Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is an oppressed one 
- our prophet tells us to help the oppressed or the oppressor - for the 
oppressed it’s helping them get out of their oppression, and for the 
oppressor it’s helping them realize their wrongs 
This is an excerpt from the foundations of Islam. Activism is an emphasized and 
fundamental tenet in our faith. Prior to Wednesday April 24th I would admire 
the walk to class on the campus I once dreamed of attending. Unfortunately, I no 
longer feel confident nor inspired as I walk on campus. 


However, it has been made clear by this committee, by the University of 
Texas system, and all of our leaders that my feelings do not matter. Facts do not 
care about our feelings. So let us talk about some facts. There were 3 targeted 
hate crimes against Muslims on our campus just this year. 


According to the Washington Post early this year, “Hate crimes targeting Arabs, 
Muslims and Jews have surged in the United States and worldwide since Oct. 7” 
In February, 23 year old, Zacharia Doar was leaving a protest near UT when he 
was violently attacked, leaving him hospitalized. According to a press source, the 
arrest affidavit states the assaulter yelled racial slurs at Doar and his friends 
before dragging him out of the car and stabbing him a few inches from his heart, 
resulting in a broken rib. 


During Ramadan, on March 5th, two male students were walking home 
after night prayers at the masjid, when they were taunted and beaten by 3 
unidentified males on campus. The men began by mocking the students, one of 
whom was dressed in identifiable cultural attire, yelling Allahu Akbar which 
escalated to then blocking exit paths, instigating a physical assault and then 
threatening to have a weapon. This assault was followed by a verbal attack 
instigated by a group of unidentified males on two Muslim women also heading 
home from the masjid, one of whom was visibly wearing a keffiyeh hijab. 


CAIR has seen a 178% increase of complaints of bias and discrimination 
since 2022. (Washington Post) In earlier testimonies, we heard Levi Fox state “if 
anyone in this great nation is afraid to express their freedom our nation has 
failed them. ” Our nation AND our state have failed me. Our state has failed the 
Muslim and Palestinian students who simply chose to exercise their constitu- 
tional right to free speech. Today, Senator Middleton claimed it is “untexan and 
unamerican to hide your faith” yet those in power have advocated for behavior 
that forces me and my community to hide ourselves and our faith. We are unable 
to proudly practice our religious freedom and constitutional rights. 


Free Palestine. 


Sam Law 


Hello, my name is Sam Law and I am a Jewish-American graduate student at the 
University of Texas at Austin, currently pursuing my doctorate in the Depart- 
ment of Anthropology. Iam also a member of the Texas State Employee’s Union 
since I work as a Teaching Assistant. 


I was raised attending Temple Beth-El, a Jewish synagogue in upstate 
New York. There, in Hebrew school and in preparation for my Bar-Mitzvah, I 
learned about the horrors of genocide and the Jewish commitment to justice, 
diversity, and peaceful co-existence. I am no stranger to anti-Semitism: most of 
my polish and Lithuanian extended family were murdered in concentration 
camps in the early 1940s. Growing up, neonazis threw a brick through my 
temple’s window during our Rosh Hashannah services and I have had people 
call me a kike, refer to shadowy Jewish conspiracies, talk about the Rothschilds, 
bring out the old anti-Semitic trope leveled at Jewish organizers in the 1920s to 
suggest that I’m an “outside agitator”, you name it. 


Iam no stranger to anti-semitism and I am here to tell you it is alive and 
well on UT campus, but not how you think. In 2018, the conservative student 
organization Turning Point US invited the well-known antisemite and neonazi 
sympathizer Katie Hopkins to campus: I had just started my degree at the time 
and I can tell you that having someone who jokes about throwing Jews in the 
oven on my campus did not make me feel safe. To hear about the firing of the 
staff who protect the values that keep me safe as a Jew - diversity, inclusion, 
religious tolerance — makes me unsafe as a Jew. The firing of the Jewish Profes- 
sor Rich Heyman, a professor at UT for over 18 years, is also an antisemitic act. 


One of the core values in Judaism is called "w51 mpa" or “pikuach 
nefesh” which means “saving a life”. In Jewish religious life, the obligation to 
save a life trumps any other religious obligation or mitzvah and it is written in 
the Talmud that “Whoever saves a single life is considered by scripture to have 
saved the whole world” As I bore witness to the violent genocide being carried 
out by the state of Israel on the Palestinian people, I knew that it was my duty 
as a Jew to stand against this genocide. And this is not complicated: When a 
military force kills tens of thousands of innocent civilians, forcibly displaces 
millions, sets up concentration camps where prisoners are beaten and have their 
limbs amputated, where every single university is bombed, where women are 
sexually abused by soldiers, where hospitals are bombed and medical workers 


